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hings change. The drive from the city of 
Canberra to the foothills of the mighty 

Brindabellas is eerily different these days. 
Since the bush-fire holocaust of summer 

2003 the pine plantations that had carpeted 
the slopes with pine needles and dense green 
foliage are no more. 

The only legacies are wind rows of dead pine 
saplings, serving to control erosion, and the 
short, blackened stumps of former plantation 
giants. Useful conifer stems have been whisked 
away to the mills, to remove the charred evi-
dence of the January 2003 fire storms and to 
exploit their remaining worth.

It’s easy to be wise after the event, but 

a wide corridor between the native forests 
of the Brindabellas and the suburban pine 
plantations would have prevented the alpine 
blaze igniting the pines – and the houses on 
Canberra’s outskirts.

The National Parks Association of NSW 
quotes figures that prove the lightning-ignited 
and drought-fed blazes of 2003 were beyond 
control, given our strained fire fighting 
resources, and they well may be right. 

The NPA claims that more than 100 fires 
were ignited by freak electrical storms on 
January 8, 2003 and within hours were blaz-
ing out of control in remote country.

A fleet of Skycrane choppers might have 
suppressed the fires before they took hold, but 
we don’t have them do we? Funny, we seem to 
be able to afford to go warring in foreign coun-
tries against imagined threats, but can’t afford 
to defend our own land against real ones…

We wanted to check out the damage, which 
is why we went Nissan Trekking in the Brinda-
bellas in early 2004. We found much of the 
countryside burnt out, but recovering, and 
some of it untouched.

Our trek kicked off at the Cotter Camp-
ground, just across the Murrumbidgee River 
Bridge, on Cotter Road.

Brindabella Road climbs through burnt-out 
hills on its way to the cross roads at Piccadilly 
Circus, changing from bitumen to well-graded 
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gravel just before the Namadgi National Park 
boundary.

Although the plantation pines have suc-
cumbed to the fire most of the natives are 
recovering, sprouting fronds of juvenile foliage 
as they struggle through the rebirthing proc-
ess. They looked somewhat like giant cactuses, 
with most of their limbs gone and oversized 
leaves coating their surviving trunks, but 
they’re alive.

Log trucks have been regulars on Brinda-
bella Road for many years, but they’re more 
numerous since the fire clean-up began, so 
keep an eye out for their tell-tale dust clouds 
and don’t cut blind corners.

There are several drive options emanating 
from the cross roads at Piccadilly Circus, but 
we chose the Mt Franklin Road and the Ben-
dora Dam Road for our off-road excursions. 
The road is well maintained and remains open 

in winter, unless the snow falls are very heavy. 
Cross country skiing is popular when the road 
is open.

The fires spared much of the Mt Ginini and 
Mt Franklin area, so we had some respite from 
driving between rows of recovering natives and 
could enjoy an unburnt bush experience.

Mt Franklin walking track was closed when 
we visited, because of the risk of falling dead 
trees, but the road to Mt Ginini was open.

The Mt Franklin Road runs along the edge 
of Namadgi National Park and is easily traffi-
cable by soft-roaders, even in wet weather. The 
short climb to the Mt Ginini summit is rougher, 
but negotiable with care.

At the summit there’s an interesting air navi-
gation facility that most Sydney-Melbourne 
aircraft rely upon and magnificent views of the 
Brindabella Ranges to the west and Kosciusko 
National Park to the south.

Logging trucks are regulars 
so keep an eye out for them

If this short trail excites your interest in 
Namadgi there’s an extensive network of tracks 
through the Park, running off Tourist Drive 5, 
a visitors’ centre on Nass Road and campsites 
at the end of Orroral Road and Apollo Road. 
There are also 160km of walking trails.

There’s a side track down to Bendora Dam 
off the Mt Franklin Road that’s well worth the 
drive and short walk. Namadgi’s granite out-
crops line the narrow, steep track and are even 
more stark than usual in burnt-out areas.

After our side track excursion we rejoined 
Brindabella Road at Piccadilly Circus and 
continued northwards towards Tumut. The 
once-wide road narrows dramatically beyond 
Piccadilly Circus, there are many tight bends 
and the surface isn’t as well maintained, but it’s 
still soft-roader territory. The descent ends at 
the beautiful Brindabella Valley, where there’s 
riverside bush camping available, and the road 
turns right towards Tumut just beyond a nar-
row bridge.

The well graded road then enters Buccleuch 
State Forest, so you need to keep a look out 
for log trucks once more. This region was 

The delights of Brindabella Valley 
(above); the Mt Ginini countryside 
(below); immerse yourself in Buccleuch 
State Forest’s greenery (far right)




